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(57) ABSTRACT

A computer program product (CPP) for controlling a liquid
crystal display (LCD) includes code for applying a test volt-
age to each liquid crystal element (LCE) disposed in an
addressable array forming the LCD, and code for detecting an
amount of light received by photosensors while applying the
test voltage to the LCEs, wherein each photosensor is aligned
behind and logically associated with one of the LCEs. The
CPP further includes code for applying selected voltage lev-
els to each LCE to display an image, and code for controlling
an amount of backlight produced by backlighting elements in
anaddressable array while the image is displayed. Each back-
lighting element is aligned behind and logically associated
with one LCE, and at least one backlighting element is con-
trolled to compensate for a difference between the amount of
light detected by the photosensor logically associated with at
least one LCE and the other photosensors.

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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Apply a test voltage to each of a plurdlity of liquid
crystal elements disposed in an addressable array [—~—152
forming a liquid crystal display

Y
Detect an amount of light received at each of a
plurality of photosensors while the test voltage is 154
being applied to the plurality of liquid crystal
elements

Y
Apply a selected voltage level to each of the plurdlity of 156
liquid crystal elements in order to display an image

Y
Control an amount of backlight produced by each of
a plurality of backlighting elements in an
addressable array while the image is being displayed }—~—158
in order to compensate for differences in the light
transmittance of the liquid crystal elements

FIG. 8
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LIQUID CRYSTAL DISPLAY USING
BACKLIGHT INTENSITY TO COMPENSATE
FOR PIXEL DAMAGE

BACKGROUND

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to liquid crystal displays
(LCD), and methods of controlling the LCD to display
images.

2. Background of the Related Art

Liquid Crystal Displays (L.CDs) have developed signifi-
cantly and become widely used due to their characteristic
light weight, thin shape and low power consumption. Many of
today’s electronic devices include an L.CD, including televi-
sion screens, computer monitors, notebook computers, and
mobile telephones. Some of these devices may even include
more than one LCD panel or screen.

LCD screens may incorporate various technologies, but
they are based upon a layer of liquid crystals disposed
between two transparent electrodes and two polarizing filters.
The liquid crystal molecules have a first orientation in the
absence of an electric field and are induced into a second
orientation upon application of an electric field between the
electrodes. The difference in light polarization of the liquid
crystals between the first and second orientations is used in
combination with the polarizing filters such that control over
the electric field determines whether, or to what extent, light
will pass through the liquid crystal layer. By arranging large
numbers of liquid crystal elements or “pixels” into a two-
dimensional array, it is possible to apply the electrical field to
selected pixels in order to display images.

However, if any of the pixels are subject to the same electric
field over a long period of time, ionic compounds in the liquid
crystal layer can build up on one of the electrodes and degrade
performance of that particular pixel. Other mechanisms may
similarly degrade the LCD pixel such that light transmission
through the pixel is affected.

BRIEF SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present invention provides a
method of controlling a liquid crystal display. The method
comprises applying a test voltage to each of a plurality of
liquid crystal elements disposed in an addressable array form-
ing the liquid crystal display, and detecting an amount of light
received at each of a plurality of photosensors while the test
voltage is being applied to the plurality of liquid crystal
elements, wherein each one of the photosensors is aligned
behind one of the liquid crystal elements receiving the test
voltage and is logically associated with the aligned liquid
crystal element. The method further comprises applying
selected voltage levels to each of the plurality of liquid crystal
elements in order to display an image, and controlling an
amount of backlight produced by each of a plurality of back-
lighting elements in an addressable array while the image is
being displayed. Each of the backlighting elements is aligned
behind one of the liquid crystal elements and is logically
associated with the aligned liquid crystal element. Further-
more, for at least one of the liquid crystal elements, the
amount of backlight produced by the backlighting elements
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements is controlled to compensate for a difference between
the amount of light detected by the photosensor logically
associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements
and the amount of light detected by other photosensors of the
plurality of photosensors.
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Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
computer program product including computer usable pro-
gram code embodied on a computer readable storage medium
for controlling a liquid crystal display. The computer program
product includes computer usable program code for applying
a test voltage to each of a plurality of liquid crystal elements
disposed in an addressable array forming the liquid crystal
display; computer usable program code for detecting an
amount of light received at each of a plurality of photosensors
while the test voltage is being applied to the plurality of liquid
crystal elements, wherein each one of the photosensors is
aligned behind one of the liquid crystal elements receiving the
test voltage and is logically associated with the aligned liquid
crystal element; computer usable program code for applying
selected voltage levels to each of the plurality of liquid crystal
elements in order to display an image; and computer usable
program code for controlling an amount of backlight pro-
duced by each of a plurality of backlighting elements in an
addressable array while the image is being displayed, wherein
each of the backlighting elements is aligned behind one of the
liquid crystal elements and is logically associated with the
aligned liquid crystal element, and wherein, for at least one of
the liquid crystal elements, the amount of backlight produced
by the backlighting elements logically associated with the at
least one of the liquid crystal elements is controlled to com-
pensate for a difference between the amount of light detected
by the photosensor logically associated with the at least one of
the liquid crystal elements and the amount of light detected by
other photo sensors of the plurality of photosensors.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a liquid crystal display system.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an alternative liquid crystal display
system.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams of a liquid crystal element,
photosensor and backlighting element using ambient light to
test the liquid crystal element.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams of a liquid crystal element,
photosensor and backlighting element using reflected back-
light to test the liquid crystal element.

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a portion of a liquid crystal display
including an array of addressable liquid crystal elements.

FIG. 6 is a hypothetical backlight compensation table pre-
pared as a result of testing the liquid crystal elements of the
liquid crystal display in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a non-limiting example of a com-
puter that may be used as a display controller in accordance
with one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method of controlling a liquid
crystal display.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

One embodiment of the present invention provides a
method of controlling a liquid crystal display. The method
comprises applying a test voltage to each of a plurality of
liquid crystal elements disposed in an addressable array form-
ing the liquid crystal display, and detecting an amount of light
received at each of a plurality of photosensors while the test
voltage is being applied to the plurality of liquid crystal
elements, wherein each one of the photosensors is aligned
behind one of the liquid crystal elements receiving the test
voltage and is logically associated with the aligned liquid
crystal element. The method further comprises applying
selected voltage levels to each of the plurality of liquid crystal
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elements in order to display an image, and controlling an
amount of backlight produced by each of a plurality of back-
lighting elements in an addressable array while the image is
being displayed. Each of the backlighting elements is aligned
behind one of the liquid crystal elements and is logically
associated with the aligned liquid crystal element. Further-
more, for at least one of the liquid crystal elements, the
amount of backlight produced by the backlighting elements
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements is controlled to compensate for a difference between
the amount of light detected by the photosensor logically
associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements
and the amount of light detected by other photosensors of the
plurality of photosensors.

In another embodiment, the light received at each of a
plurality of photosensors while the test voltage is being
applied to the plurality of liquid crystal elements is ambient
light. Accordingly, the ambient light passes through the plu-
rality of liquid crystal elements to the plurality of photosen-
sors. In a first option, the backlighting elements that are
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements are controlled to produce less backlight in response
to the amount of light detected by the photosensor logically
associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements
being greater than the amount of light detected by other
photosensors of the plurality of photosensors. In a second
option, the backlighting elements that are logically associated
with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements are con-
trolled to produce more backlight in response to the amount of
light detected by the photosensor logically associated with
the at least one of the liquid crystal elements being less than
the amount of light detected by other photosensors of the
plurality of photosensors.

In yet another embodiment, the light received at each of a
plurality of photosensors while the test voltage is being
applied to the plurality of liquid crystal elements is light
produced by the plurality of backlighting elements controlled
to produce an equal amount of light, wherein the light pro-
duced by the plurality of backlighting elements is reflected off
the plurality of liquid crystal elements to the plurality of
photosensors. In a first option, the backlighting elements that
are logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements are controlled to produce more backlight in
response to the amount of light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements being greater than the amount of light detected by
other photosensors of the plurality of photosensors. In a sec-
ond option, the backlighting elements that are logically asso-
ciated with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements are
controlled to produce less backlight in response to the amount
of light detected by the photosensor logically associated with
the at least one of the liquid crystal elements being less than
the amount of light detected by other photosensors of the
plurality of photosensors.

The test voltage may be any one or more voltage within a
range of voltages that the liquid crystal elements are designed
to handle. The test voltage is preferably is a single fixed
voltage. For example, a single fixed voltage may be selected
from no voltage and a maximum voltage. Furthermore, the
method may use a first test voltage that is fixed at a value that
would cause a normal working liquid crystal element to allow
all light to pass through, and separately use a second test
voltage that is fixed at a value that would cause a normal
working liquid crystal element to block all light from passing
through. These two test voltages will provide the greatest
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4

amount of contrast between a normal working liquid crystal
element and a damaged (bad or stuck) liquid crystal element
or pixel.

The liquid crystal display system may include any of the
various materials and configurations known in the art. As
non-limiting examples, the photosensors may be thin film
transistors, and the backlighting elements may be light emit-
ting diodes.

Since the condition of the liquid crystal elements may
continue to change over time, the methods of the present
invention may be periodically repeated. For example, one
method may include periodically repeating the steps of apply-
ing a test voltage to each of a plurality of liquid crystal
elements disposed in an addressable array forming the liquid
crystal display, and detecting an amount of light received at
each of a plurality of photosensors while the test voltage is
being applied to the plurality of liquid crystal elements. The
method would then proceed by using the most current light
detection data as a basis for controlling the backlighting to
compensate for damaged or abnormal pixels.

In a still further embodiment, the backlighting compensa-
tion is limited to pixels that pass significantly more light or
significantly less light than a normal working liquid crystal
element. In one non-limiting example, the amount of back-
light produced by the backlighting elements is controlled to
compensate for a difference between the amount of light
detected by the photosensor logically associated with the at
least one of the liquid crystal elements and the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of photosen-
sors only if the difference exceeds a predetermined setpoint.
Optionally, the amount of light detected by all photosensors
may be averaged, and the pixels receiving backlight compen-
sation may pass light in an amount that deviates from the
average by a predetermined amount.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
computer program product including computer usable pro-
gram code embodied on a computer readable storage medium
for controlling a liquid crystal display. The computer program
product includes computer usable program code for applying
a test voltage to each of a plurality of liquid crystal elements
disposed in an addressable array forming the liquid crystal
display; computer usable program code for detecting an
amount of light received at each of a plurality of photosensors
while the test voltage is being applied to the plurality of liquid
crystal elements, wherein each one of the photosensors is
aligned behind one of the liquid crystal elements receiving the
test voltage and is logically associated with the aligned liquid
crystal element; computer usable program code for applying
selected voltage levels to each of the plurality of liquid crystal
elements in order to display an image; and computer usable
program code for controlling an amount of backlight pro-
duced by each of a plurality of backlighting elements in an
addressable array while the image is being displayed, wherein
each of the backlighting elements is aligned behind one of the
liquid crystal elements and is logically associated with the
aligned liquid crystal element, and wherein, for at least one of
the liquid crystal elements, the amount of backlight produced
by the backlighting elements logically associated with the at
least one of the liquid crystal elements is controlled to com-
pensate for a difference between the amount of light detected
by the photosensor logically associated with the at least one of
the liquid crystal elements and the amount of light detected by
other photo sensors of the plurality of photosensors.

The foregoing computer program product may further
include computer readable program code for implementing or
initiating any one or more aspects of the methods described
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herein. Accordingly, a separate description of the methods
will not be duplicated in the context of a computer program
product.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a liquid crystal display (LCD)
system 10. The system includes an array of liquid crystal
elements (LCD elements) 20, an array of photosensors or
photodiodes 30, an array of backlighting elements 40, and a
display controller 50. The LCD array 20 includes a plurality
of'individually addressable LCD elements 22. The LCD array
20 includes a layer of liquid crystals between two transparent
plates. While the plates may be continuous sheets, the divi-
sions shown represent pixels that are defined by electrodes
secured to the two transparent plates and facing the liquid
crystal layer.

The photosensor array 30 includes a plurality of individual
photosensors 32 that are each aligned with one of the LCD
elements 22. Each photosensor 32 is also logically associated
with the LCD element 22 with which it is aligned. The term
“logically associated” means that amount of light detected by
a given photosensor can be attributed to the performance of
the corresponding [.CD element. The display controller keeps
track of which photosensor signal is logically associated with
each LCD element.

The backlighting array 40 includes a plurality of backlight-
ing elements 42 that are also individually addressable so that
any one or more of the backlighting elements 42 can be
separately controlled to generate more or less light. Accord-
ing to one embodiment of the invention, each pixel of the
display may include an LCD element 22, a photosensor 32,
and a backlighting element 42 that are all in alignment and
logically associated with each other.

The display controller 50 includes one or more backlight
output port 52, one or more photosensor input port 54, and
one or more LCD output port 56. These ports allows the
display controller 50 to communicate with the LCD array 20,
photosensor array 30, and backlighting array 40. The display
control logic 60 includes a media/graphics control module 62
and a brightness control module 64. In accordance with one or
more embodiments of the present invention, the brightness
control module 64 may enter a pixel detect mode 66 in order
to test the performance ofthe liquid crystal elements 22 of the
LCD array 20. Pixel performance data from the test, including
damaged pixel data 72 may be stored in the data storage
device 70.

In one embodiment, the pixel detect mode 66 causes the
LCD output port 56 to apply a test voltage to each of the
plurality of liquid crystal elements 22 disposed in the addres-
sable array 20 forming the liquid crystal display. While the
test voltage is being applied to the plurality of liquid crystal
elements 22, each of the photosensors 32 detects an amount of
light and provides that information to the pixel detect mode
66 through the photosensor input port 54.

In order to display an image on the LCD array 20, the
media/graphics control module 62 causes the LCD output
port 56 to apply selected voltage levels to each of the plurality
of liquid crystal elements 22. While the image is being dis-
played, a backlight compensation module 68 controls an
amount of backlight produced by each of a plurality of back-
lighting elements 42 in the addressable backlighting array 40.
The amount of backlight produced by one of the backlighting
elements 42 is based upon the pixel performance data col-
lected by the pixel detect mode 66. For example, for at least
one of the liquid crystal elements 22, the amount of backlight
produced by the backlighting elements 42 logically associ-
ated with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements is
controlled to compensate for a difference between the amount
of light detected by the photosensor 32 logically associated
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with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements 22 and the
amount of light detected by other photosensors 32 of the
photosensor array 30.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an alternative liquid crystal display
system 80. The system 80 is the same as system 10 of FIG. 1,
except that the photosensors 32 (cross-hatched) and the back-
lighting elements 42 are in the same plane. Note that there is
still one photosensor 32 and one backlighting element 42
aligned with each of the LCD elements 22.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are diagrams of a liquid crystal element
22, photosensor 32 and backlighting element 42 using ambi-
ent light 82 to test the liquid crystal element. Referring to FIG.
3 A, the ambient light passes through the upper plate 23, the
liquid crystal layer 24, and the lower plate 25 to the photo-
sensor 32. At the applied test voltage, V|, the liquid crystal
layer 24 (in cooperation with polarizing filters on either side
thereof; not shown, but conceptually forming part of the
upper and lower plates 23, 25) passes substantially all of the
ambient light, such that the photosensor 32 detects a signifi-
cant amount of light. Referring to FIG. 3B, the applied test
voltage, V,, is different than V,, such that the liquid crystal
layer 24 (in cooperation with polarizing filters on either side
thereof; not shown) reflects most of the ambient light, such
that the photosensor detects very little of the ambient light.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams of a liquid crystal element
22, photosensor 32 and backlighting element 42 using
reflected backlight to test the liquid crystal element. Referring
to FIG. 4A, the backlight produces by the backlighting ele-
ment (LED 42) passes through an transparent support 34 for
the photosensor 32, and through the lower plate 25, the liquid
crystal layer 24, and the upper plate 23. At the applied test
voltage, V,, the liquid crystal layer 24 (in cooperation with
polarizing filters on either side thereof; not shown, but con-
ceptually forming part of the upper and lower plates 23, 25)
passes substantially all of the backlight, such that the photo-
sensor 32 detects only a very little amount of light. Referring
to FIG. 4B, the applied test voltage, V,, is different than V,
such that the liquid crystal layer 24 (in cooperation with
polarizing filters on either side thereof; not shown) reflects
most of the backlight, such that the photosensor detects a
significant amount of the backlight.

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a portion of the liquid crystal
display 20 including an array of addressable liquid crystal
elements 22. The array 20 includes columns, for example
labeled with alphabetic characters, and rows, for example
labeled with integers. Each individual LCD element 22 may
beuniquely identified by an address that is the combination of
the column and row. For example, the LCD element at point
26 is identified by or located at address M4.

As shown, the LCD elements 22 are each receiving the
same applied test voltage, yet those LCD elements along the
upper edge of the display 20 are darker (passing less light)
than the majority of the LCD elements in the display. This
may be due to some persistent image or other mechanism for
causing damage to these LCD elements.

FIG. 6 is a hypothetical backlight compensation table 90
prepared as a result of testing the liquid crystal elements of the
liquid crystal display 20 in FIG. 5. While most of the liquid
crystal elements 22 shown are normal, in that they all pass
about the same amount of light under the test voltage, those
LCD elements 22 near the upper edge are significantly darker
and pass less light under the same applied test voltage.
Accordingly, the amount of light detected by the photosen-
sors (see photosensors 32 in FIG. 1) is used as input to control
the amount of backlighting produced by the backlighting
elements (see backlighting elements 42 in FIG. 1). The back-
lighting elements logically associated with (aligned with, or
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having the same address as) the darker LCD elements in FI1G.
5 will therefore provide backlight compensation so that the
darker LCD elements will appear about the same as the nor-
mal LCD elements. For the example display shown in FIG. 5,
the backlight compensation table 90 in FIG. 6 shows that the
backlighting elements logically associated with LCD ele-
ments E1, F1, G1, G2, H1, H2, 11,12, J2, J3,K1, K2, .1 and
M1 will be compensated by increasing the backlight (for
example by 10%) and the backlighting elements logically
associated with LCD element J1 will be compensated by
increasing the backlight (for example by 20%). The amount
of compensation may be calculated in various manners.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of a non-limiting example of a com-
puter 100 that may be used as a display controller 50 in
accordance with one embodiment of the invention. Computer
100 includes a processor unit 104 that is coupled to a system
bus 106. Processor unit 104 may utilize one or more proces-
sors, each of which has one or more processor cores. A video
adapter 108, which drives/supports a display 110, is also
coupled to system bus 106. In one embodiment, a switch 107
couples the video adapter 108 to the system bus 106. Alter-
natively, the switch 107 may couple the video adapter 108 to
the display 110. In either embodiment, the switch 107 is a
switch, preferably mechanical, that allows the display 110 to
be coupled to the system bus 106, and thus to be functional
only upon execution of instructions that support the processes
described herein.

System bus 106 is coupled via a bus bridge 112 to an
input/output (1/0) bus 114. An I/O interface 116 is coupled to
1/0 bus 114. 1/O interface 116 affords communication with
various 1/O devices, including a keyboard 118, a mouse 120,
a media tray 122 (which may include storage devices such as
CD-ROM drives, multi-media interfaces, etc.), a printer 124,
and (ifa VHDL chip 137 is not utilized in a manner described
below), external USB port(s) 126. While the format of the
ports connected to 1/O interface 116 may be any known to
those skilled in the art of computer architecture, in a preferred
embodiment some or all of these ports are universal serial bus
(USB) ports.

As depicted, the computer 100 is able to communicate over
a network 128 using a network interface 130. Network 128
may be an external network such as the Internet, or an internal
network such as an Ethernet or a virtual private network
(VPN).

A hard drive interface 132 is also coupled to system bus
106. Hard drive interface 132 interfaces with a hard drive 134.
Ina preferred embodiment, hard drive 134 populates a system
memory 136, which is also coupled to system bus 106. Sys-
tem memory is defined as a lowest level of volatile memory in
computer 100. This volatile memory includes additional
higher levels of volatile memory (not shown), including, but
not limited to, cache memory, registers and buffers. Data that
populates system memory 136 includes computer 100’s oper-
ating system (OS) 138 and application programs 144.

The operating system 138 includes a shell 140, for provid-
ing transparent user access to resources such as application
programs 144. Generally, shell 140 is a program that provides
an interpreter and an interface between the user and the oper-
ating system. More specifically, shell 140 executes com-
mands that are entered into a command line user interface or
from a file. Thus, shell 140, also called a command processor,
is generally the highest level of the operating system software
hierarchy and serves as a command interpreter. The shell
provides a system prompt, interprets commands entered by
keyboard, mouse, or other user input media, and sends the
interpreted command(s) to the appropriate lower levels of the
operating system (e.g., a kernel 142) for processing. Note that
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while shell 140 is a text-based, line-oriented user interface,
the present invention will equally well support other user
interface modes, such as graphical, voice, gestural, etc.

As depicted, OS 138 also includes kernel 142, which
includes lower levels of functionality for OS 138, including
providing essential services required by other parts of OS 138
and application programs 144, including memory manage-
ment, process and task management, disk management, and
mouse and keyboard management. Application programs 144
in the system memory of computer 100 may include a display
control logic module 62 for implementing the methods
described herein. The pixel performance data, including dam-
aged pixel data 72 (See FIG. 1), may be saved on the hard disk
drive 134, the input/output ports 52, 54, 56 may be supported
by the /O interface 116, and the LCD display 20 (See FIG.1)
may be the display 110.

The hardware elements depicted in computer 100 are not
intended to be exhaustive, but rather are representative com-
ponents suitable to perform the processes of the present
invention. For instance, computer 100 may include alternate
memory storage devices such as magnetic cassettes, digital
versatile disks (DVDs), Bernoulli cartridges, and the like.
These and other variations are intended to be within the spirit
and scope of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method 150 of controlling a liquid
crystal display. In step 152, a test voltage is applied to each of
a plurality of liquid crystal elements disposed in an address-
able array forming the liquid crystal display. In step 154, an
amount of light received at each of a plurality of photosensors
is detected while the test voltage is being applied to the
plurality of liquid crystal elements. Selected voltage levels
are applied to each of the plurality of liquid crystal elements,
in step 156, in order to display an image. Step 158 includes
controlling an amount of backlight produced by each of a
plurality of backlighting elements in an addressable array,
while the image is being displayed, in order to compensate for
differences in the light transmittance of the liquid crystal
elements. In one embodiment, the amount of backlight pro-
duced by the backlighting elements logically associated with
the at least one of the liquid crystal elements is controlled to
compensate for a difference between the amount of light
detected by the photosensor logically associated with the at
least one of the liquid crystal elements and the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of photosen-
SOIS.

The first two steps 152, 154 of the method 150 may be
referred to as a “pixel detect mode” or simply a “test mode.”
By contrast, the second two steps 156, 158 of the method 150
may be referred to as an “operational mode.” The data
acquired in the test mode is used to improve the appearance of
the LCD display in the operational mode.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
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may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing. Computer
program code for carrying out operations for aspects of the
present invention may be written in any combination of one or
more programming languages, including an object oriented
programming language such as Java, Smalltalk, C++ or the
like and conventional procedural programming languages,
such as the “C” programming language or similar program-
ming languages. The program code may execute entirely on
the user’s computer, partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-
alone software package, partly on the user’s computer and
partly on a remote computer or entirely on the remote com-
puter or server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer
may be connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide area
network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an exter-
nal computer (for example, through the Internet using an
Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention may be described with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, and/or
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
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stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, com-
ponents and/or groups, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps, opera-
tions, elements, components, and/or groups thereof. The
terms “preferably,” “preferred,” “prefer,” “optionally,”
“may,” and similar terms are used to indicate that an item,
condition or step being referred to is an optional (not
required) feature of the invention.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or steps plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but it is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer program product including computer usable
program code embodied on a non-transitory computer read-
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able storage medium for controlling a liquid crystal display,
the computer program product including:
computer usable program code for applying a test voltage
to each of a plurality of liquid crystal elements disposed
in an addressable array forming the liquid crystal dis-
play;
computer usable program code for detecting an amount of
light received at each of a plurality of photosensors
while the test voltage is being applied to the plurality of
liquid crystal elements, wherein each one of the photo-
sensors is aligned behind one of the liquid crystal ele-
ments receiving the test voltage and is logically associ-
ated with the aligned liquid crystal element;
computer usable program code for applying selected volt-
age levels to each of the plurality of liquid crystal ele-
ments in order to display an image; and
computer usable program code for controlling an amount
of backlight produced by each of a plurality of back-
lighting elements in an addressable array while the
image is being displayed, wherein each of the backlight-
ing elements is aligned behind one of the liquid crystal
elements and is logically associated with the aligned
liquid crystal element, and wherein, for at least one of
the liquid crystal elements, the amount of backlight pro-
duced by the backlighting elements logically associated
with the at least one of the liquid crystal elements is
controlled to compensate for a difference between the
amount of light detected by the photosensor logically
associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements and the amount of light detected by other pho-
tosensors of the plurality of photosensors.
2. The computer program product of claim 1, further com-
prising:
computer readable program code for controlling the back-
lighting elements logically associated with the at least
one of the liquid crystal elements to produce less back-
light while the image is displayed in response to the
amount of ambient light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements being greater than the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of pho-
tosensors while the test voltage is being applied.
3. The computer program product of claim 1, further com-
prising:
computer readable program code for controlling the back-
lighting elements logically associated with the at least
one of the liquid crystal elements to produce more back-
light while the image is displayed in response to the
amount of ambient light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements being less than the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of pho-
tosensors while the test voltage is being applied.
4. The computer program product of claim 1, further com-
prising:
computer readable program code for controlling the back-
lighting elements logically associated with the at least
one of the liquid crystal elements to produce more back-
light while the image is displayed in response to the
amount of reflected light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements being greater than the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of pho-
tosensors while the test voltage is being applied.
5. The computer program product of claim 1, further com-
prising:
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computer readable program code for controlling the back-
lighting elements logically associated with the at least
one of the liquid crystal elements to produce less back-
light while the image is displayed in response to the
amount of reflected light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements being less than the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of pho-
tosensors while the test voltage is being applied.

6. The computer program product of claim 1, wherein the
computer usable program code for controlling an amount of
backlight produced by each of a plurality of backlighting
elements while the image is being displayed will compensate
for a difference between the amount of light detected by the
photosensor logically associated with the at least one of the
liquid crystal elements and the amount of light detected by
other photosensors of the plurality of photosensors only if the
difference exceeds a predetermined setpoint.

7. The computer program product of claim 1, further com-
prising:

computer readable program code for periodically repeating

the steps of:

applying a test voltage to each of a plurality of liquid

crystal elements disposed in an addressable array form-
ing the liquid crystal display; and

detecting an amount of light received at each of a plurality

of photosensors while the test voltage is being applied to
the plurality of liquid crystal elements.

8. A method of controlling a liquid crystal display, com-
prising:

applying a test voltage to each of a plurality of liquid

crystal elements disposed in an addressable array form-
ing the liquid crystal display;

detecting an amount of light received at each of a plurality

of photosensors while the test voltage is being applied to
the plurality ofliquid crystal elements, wherein each one
of the photosensors is aligned behind one of the liquid
crystal elements receiving the test voltage and is logi-
cally associated with the aligned liquid crystal element;
applying selected voltage levels to each of the plurality of
liquid crystal elements in order to display an image; and

controlling an amount of backlight produced by each of a

plurality of backlighting elements in an addressable
array while the image is being displayed, wherein each
ofthe backlighting elements is aligned behind one of the
liquid crystal elements and is logically associated with
the aligned liquid crystal element, and wherein, for at
least one of the liquid crystal elements, the amount of
backlight produced by the backlighting elements logi-
cally associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements is controlled to compensate for a difference
between the amount of light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements and the amount of light detected by
other photosensors of the plurality of photosensors.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the light received at each
of a plurality of photosensors while the test voltage is being
applied to the plurality of liquid crystal elements is ambient
light, and wherein the ambient light passes through the plu-
rality of liquid crystal elements to the plurality of photosen-
SOIS.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the backlighting ele-
ments logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements are controlled to produce less backlight in
response to the amount of light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
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elements being greater than the amount of light detected by
other photosensors of the plurality of photosensors.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the backlighting ele-
ments logically associated with the at least one of the liquid
crystal elements are controlled to produce more backlight in
response to the amount of light detected by the photosensor
logically associated with the at least one of the liquid crystal
elements being less than the amount of light detected by other
photosensors of the plurality of photosensors.

12. The method of claim 8, wherein the light received at
each of a plurality of photosensors while the test voltage is
being applied to the plurality of liquid crystal elements is light
produced by the plurality of backlighting elements controlled
to produce an equal amount of light, wherein the light pro-
duced by the plurality of backlighting elements is reflected off
the plurality of liquid crystal elements to the plurality of
photosensors.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the backlighting
elements logically associated with the at least one of the
liquid crystal elements are controlled to produce more back-
light in response to the amount of light detected by the pho-
tosensor logically associated with the atleast one of the liquid
crystal elements being greater than the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of photosen-
SOIS.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the backlighting
elements logically associated with the at least one of the
liquid crystal elements are controlled to produce less back-
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light in response to the amount of light detected by the pho-
tosensor logically associated with the atleast one of the liquid
crystal elements being less than the amount of light detected
by other photosensors of the plurality of photosensors.

15. The method of claim 8, wherein the test voltage is a
single fixed voltage.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein single fixed voltage is
selected from no voltage and a maximum voltage.

17. The method of claim 8, wherein the photosensors are
thin film transistors.

18. The method of claim 8, wherein the backlighting ele-
ments are light emitting diodes.

19. The method of claim 8, further comprising: periodi-
cally repeating the steps of:

applying a test voltage to each of a plurality of liquid

crystal elements disposed in an addressable array form-
ing the liquid crystal display; and

detecting an amount of light received at each of a plurality

of photosensors while the test voltage is being applied to
the plurality of liquid crystal elements.

20. The method of claim 8, wherein the amount of back-
light produced by the backlighting elements is controlled to
compensate for a difference between the amount of light
detected by the photosensor logically associated with the at
least one of the liquid crystal elements and the amount of light
detected by other photosensors of the plurality of photosen-
sors only if the difference exceeds a predetermined setpoint.
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